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1. Interest groups attempt to influence politicians and public policy in a variety of ways. Define the term interest group, distinguish it from a political party, and briefly describe some ways interest groups seek to influence. 
An interest group is a community of individuals or like-minded people who share common interests that advance their objectives. Notably, these agendas can promote knowledge, technology, awareness on social issues or any field in society. Some people confuse them for political parties, but they differ because they are public and discuss a wide range of topics. At the same time, interest groups are private communities that focus on one particular issue in society. These organizations gain influence by recruiting people to their cause while also lobbying for like-minded leaders or policies passed into law (Potters and Sloof 433).
2. Discuss the differences between public and private interest groups. Which areas does each try to influence, and why? From which sources do each of these groups receive the funds needed to function? 
Interest organizations are broadly split into public and private communities. Popular groups tend to fight for the rights of the majority in society or the greater good, while their private counterparts aim to help their members exclusively. Essentially, these organizations find power in different ways. For example, public interest communities seek their influence through greater awareness alongside a more extensive following to push for change. On the other hand, private groups use lobbying, which enables them to promote leaders with a like-minded ideology towards implementing favourable policies. Public communities tend to gather funding from donations, state grants, solicitation alongside member registration, while private groups focus on lobbying and membership fees (Maloy and Trust). 
3. Through inside lobbying, groups seek to gain direct access to officials to influence their decisions. Describe critical elements and tactics of the process of inside mobilization. Define outside lobbying. Who is involved, and who are the targets? What tactics are used, and what relationship is there with elections?
Outside lobbying is a strategy used by interest groups to push for change via public support or the media outlets (Weiler and Brandli 745). On the other hand, inside lobbying works to identify and use sensitive information in the political field as it leads to expert knowledge that can shape outcomes (Weiler and Brandli 747). The most important strength in outside lobbying is a continued emphasis on democracy which pushes for the voice of the more significant majority. This avenue is maximized through media awareness to shed light on an issue alongside voting in the form of petitions or referendums. 
4. Political action committees (PACs) are the financial arm of interest groups. Discuss PACs and super PACs. Discuss some of the controversies surrounding PACs. 
Political action committees raise financial aid for social communities or groups. However, super PACs will move beyond the regular collection from people by allowing corporations and workforce unions to donate in a bid to influence elections or candidates (Goyette). This aspect introduces controversies that question the unlimited collection of contributions or funding to sway public opinion or voters during an election. For example, while regular PACs are capped at $2,500 per individual, super PACs have unlimited potential as businesses can give millions, creating an imbalance of power from people to corporations.  
5. Define a pluralist approach to group theory and the elite critique. 
A pluralist approach is a philosophy that supports the idea that democracy should evenly spread power across various economic and social groups or communities for the more significant benefit of humanity. However, the elite critique philosophy pushes the idea that political power lies in the wealthy, which exclusively tailors the laws to their favour.   
6. Summarize the historical development of the news media from the nation’s founding to today. What has been happening to the news audience and the news media in recent years, and how has that affected the information levels of the American public? Why is it important for citizens to be attentive and informed?
Trust remains an integral component of humanity. Notably, the news media is a tool used by society to reinforce trust in the political elite. While people relied solely on newspapers to get their information, the current organization focuses on television, social media, and radio platforms. Consequently, listeners and viewers seek out the credibility, which is affected by the push to have personally true stories and touch on regular social aspects such as unemployment (Kohring and Matthes 247). However, as the news moves to tailor their information to their audience, it ushers in the questioning of credibility since rather than giving facts, it speaks to discover opinions, leading to a loss of trust in the majority.  
7. Define and explain the media functions of agenda-setting, promoting the public good, and watchdogs. Why is the media referred to as the fourth estate, and what are the other three? Explain your answer.
The society comprises five estates, namely the clergy, nobility, middle class, and the media. The media serves multiple roles globally, ranging from agenda setting aimed at promoting the greater good while also serving as watchdogs who check for any imbalance within the political elite. For example, agenda-setting involves emphasizing particular issues by news outlets which makes them more prominent (Amodu et al. 4). This theory shows that the news can point out injustice or problems in society that pushes them into the forefront for people to work on them for the public good. Watchdogs also serve this theme by making sure that investigative journalists seek to ensure there is accountability among the political elite. 
8. Discuss divided government. Does redistricting have any effect? What is gerrymandering?
The aspect of divided governments means political systems in power create balance networks that help promote equal interests in society. For example, most cultures embrace democracy through parliaments or congress bodies alongside the executive, reducing the chances of undesirable laws being passed by some unilateral decision making. However, gerrymandering can undermine this aspect, where different bodies develop partisan themes that lead to an imbalance of power. Consequently, to counteract this phenomenon, political systems employ redistricting, creating divisions politically in particular areas for a more comprehensive reach of opinions.  
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